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ādà 
Costus spectabilis Z ipp. ex 

K.Schum.
COSTACEAE H leaf medicinal

ágūgū (Fu) Hypolepis sp. DENNSTAEDTIACEAE H, fern

álɛĺī
Securidaca longepedunculata 

Fresen.
POLYGALACEAE Sh/T medicinal

anana pineapple (E) Anana comosus L. BROMELIACEAE H fruit food

bágbùr Acanthospermum basilium Schr. ASTERACEAE H whole plant medicinal

bālí Phoenix reclinata* whole plant craft

bàntàì (Fu)
kapok (E), silk 

tree (E)
Ceiba pentandra Gaertn. MALVACEAE T seed pods

bɛǵ dʒámé, bɔḱásá unidentified Sh/ H

bɛĺís
Vernonia gerberiformis Oliv. & 

Hiern
ASTERACEAE H root medicinal

bòlə̄ Cyphostemma sp. VITACEAE H fruit medicinal, food

bómbó Acmella africana ASTERACEAE H medicinal

bóŋá marijuana (E) Cannabis sp. CANNABACEAE H whole plant medicinal

búkāsā ka borowi (W) Virectaria cf. belinjana RUBIACEAE H

būktʃír Coreopsis sp.* ASTERACEAE H food

bŭrgā 
Harungana madagaseariensis 

Lam. ex Poir
GUTTIFERAEA Sh leaf food

bùríhí cactus (E) Euphorbia kamerunica Pax* EUPHORBIACEAE
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ɔ̄:ni, ɔn̄dí (pl) life-form for grass G construction

ɔ̄ndí ɲɔŋ́é
pepper grass' 

(E)
unidentified G leaf food, medicinal

ɔŋ̄gɔb́ɔ̄rí ŋúgwí Urena lobata L. MALVACEAE H
medicinal, 

ethnoveterinary

ɔŋ̄gɔb́ɔ̄rí ŋwárə́ unidentified

dākúbá sáŋwí Pauridiantha sp. RUBIACEAE T craft

dándánī Schwenkia americana L. SOLANACEAE H whole plant medicinal

dánkálì (Fu) Ipomoea sp. CONVOLVULCEAE H root food

(mə̆)dáp   unidentified T wood
firewood, 

construction

dɛ ̄dàŋé

pa: (Fu); 

bambou (Fr), 

bamboo (E)

Raphia sp. ARECACEAE P whole plant craft, construction

dɛd́ɔ̄ dʒām bālí (Fu) unidentified T

dɛd̄ɛ̄m
dundi (V), 

tudundi (Ha)
unidentified T

dɛḡarí unidentified H

dīgr: unidentified H symbolic

dílíméjā unidentified Sh

dínjɛr̄ɛ̄
onion (E), 

oignon (Fr)
Allium cepa L. food

dísākū unidentified H

dùdù

hericot (Fr), 

beans, (E) 

njepe (V, Fu)

Vigna sp. H food



WAWA NAME OTHER NAMES SCIENTIFIC NAME FAMILY
VEGETATION 

TYPE
PART USED USE CATEGORY

dùwĭ
Kotschya strigosa (Benth.) Dewit 

& P. A. Duvign.
FABACEAE Sh/H medicinal

dʒágá
dʒa (V), foleri 

(Fu) (AT)
Hibiscus sp. H leaf food

dʒāgbārì Psychotria sp. RUBIACEAE Sh

dʒāgbārì Psychotria mildbraedii RUBIACEAE Sh

dʒáítí (Fu) Eucalyptus sp. MYRTACEAE T construction

dʒámbá
dʒámbá gɔ:́nī 

(W)

Cayratia gracilis (Guill. & Perr.) 

Suess.
VITACEAE V leaf, fruit food, medicinal

dʒānē lāŋbírə́ Allophylus africanus P.Beauv. SAPINDACEAE T

dʒólāī índɛń unidentified H

dʒùm báíjú Commelina africana Mirb. COMMELINACEAE H whole plant medicinal

ɛb̄rī:s bumbule (W) Vernonia guineensis Benth. ASTERACEAE H root medicinal

ɛŕì Vernonia smithiana Less. ASTERACEAE H craft

fjɛm̄ dé
midi-ndjam 

(Fu) 
Gladiolus oligophlebius Bak. IRIDACEAE H symbolic

fleur (Fr)
Stachytarpheta cayennensis 

(Rich.) J.Vahl
VERBANACEAE Sh

fleur (Fr)
bo'nom 

bo'nom (Fu)
Lantana camara L. VERBANACEAE Sh whole plant fence

fleur (Fr) Tithonia diversifolia A.Gray Sh whole plant

fūbà:
kartina (V), 

kulidʒwi (Fu) 
unidentified T bark

fūfúmá Ageratum conyzoides L. ASTERACEAE H



WAWA NAME OTHER NAMES SCIENTIFIC NAME FAMILY
VEGETATION 

TYPE
PART USED USE CATEGORY

fūndūfì núgwé

kuŋu (M), 

kaboi (Fu), 

galawdʒe (Fu) , 

gaguba (V), 

sarnuwa(Fu)

Croton sp. EUPHORBIACEAE T

fūndūfì ŋwárə́

kuŋu (M), 

kaboi (Fu), 

galawdʒe (Fu) , 

gaguba (V), 

sarnuwa(Fu)

Croton macrostachyus Hochst. ex 

Delile
EUPHORBIACEAE T

ga:
làìga: (W), 

laibanu (Fu)
unidentified V

gā: fī dunde (V) unidentified V

gādā (Fu)

gādā kwɛńwi 

(W), Guy 

d'Afrique (Fr), 

gādā tíbí (W)

Crinum sp. (RB), Urginea sp. (RB) H
symbolic, 

medinical

gādā hárkwɛńwí Platycoryne paludosa Roleafe ORCHIDACEAE H medicinal

gāgàì dadire (Fu) Mondia whitei Skeels* ASCLEPIADACEAE V root, seeds medicinal, food

gébrúlè 

ŋama (W), 

brule (Fu), 

burli/burle (Fu)

Dichrostachys cinerea R.Vig. T root
medicinal; 

firewood

gōlōmbī unidentified T bark, wood medicinal

gómbùr Crossopteryx febrifuga Benth. RUBIACEAE T bark medicinal

góró kola (Fr, E)
Cola acuminata (P.Beauv.) Schott 

& Endl.
T seed medicinal

góyábé Psidium guajava L. MYRTACEAE T fruit, leaf food, medicinal
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gwà: samaʒe (Fu) Plectranthus esculentus N.E.Br.* LABIATAE LAMIACEAE H root food, medicinal

gwà: túgwí unidentified H root medicinal

hákūndíám amaranth (E) Amaranth sp. H leaf food

hárá biradʒe (V, Fu) unidentified T leaf, wood, sap
symbolic, 

medinical

hŏwè kewe (Fu) Oxytenanthera abyssinica Munro POACEAE G whole plant
construction, 

fodder

íbè (Fu) Ficus vallis-chaude L. MORACEAE T fruit, wood food, construction

ján jārē gádúdú Mucuna sp. PAPILIONACEAE V

jāŋ wúrí (Ha) kabidʒe (Fu,V) 
Lannea microcarpa Engl. & 

K.Krause
ANACARDIACEAE T whole plant construction, crops

jōŋ unidentified T

jōŋí unidentified T

jórí Pentas sp. RUBIACEAE H whole plant medicinal

jòtòrɛ ̄(Fu) Phragmenthera sp. LORANTHACEAE T

kā ɲɔŋ́é Clematopsis cf. nigerica Hutch.* RANUNCULACEAE Sh leaf, root

kādéŋ

melon, 

hakovagore 

(Fu, V)

Cucurbita sp. food

kăĭjáŋ nji'bi: (Fu) Leea guineensis G.Don VITACEAE H fruit food

kăĭjōmē

mijom (V), 

mijoŋ (Fu), mio 

(Fu)

Mitragyna ciliata Aubrév. & 

Pellegr.
RUBIACEAE T wood construction

kāmálú Murdannia simplex (Vahl) Brenan COMMELINACEAE H medicinal

kār gourd (E) Lagenaria sp.
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kār kándám 
Alchornea cordifolia (Schumach.) 

Müll.Arg.
EUPHORBIACEAE Sh wood

kār ndʒōk unidentified T

kārgóŋ  gōmàn (Fu) unidentified T fruit food

kə́káŋ ŋitenai (Fu) unidentified T fruit

kɛŋ̆ ɲíŋé unidentified T 

kɛŋ̆ tèŋ Strychnos spinosa Lam. LOGANIACEAE T fruit

kómá sānwí 
Mussaenda erythrophylla 

Schumach.
RUBIACEAE V

(ŋduŋ) kɔ̄ní buralabi (Fu) unidentified H

kósām pɔŕí Euphorbia heterophylla L. EUPHORBIACEAE H

kūkɔŕé kwara (M) Ficus sur Forssk. MORACEAE T fruit, wood medicinal, food

kūkɔŕé síékrī Ficus thonningii Blume aff.* MORACEAE T fruit, wood medicinal, food

kùkùm
manioc (Fr), 

smbai (Fu)
Manihot esculenta Crantz EUPHORBIACEAE H root food

kùkùr 

taro, kidzi (V), 

bunto boro 

(Fu, V), bunto 

kaka (Fu), 

cocoyam (Fr)

Xanthosoma sp. H root food

kùkùr Caladium sp. H root food

kùkùr Colocasia sp. H root food

kumi  kumbi (Fu) Solanum nigrum L. SOLANACEAE H leaf food

kwā kwā 

oil palm (E), 

palmier de 

l'huile (Fr)

Elaeis guineense LEACEAE P seed food
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kwɛńdaŋ

kodoŋ (Fu), 

banana (E), 

banan (Fr)

Musa sp. T fruit, leaf food, craft

(kwɛń) gīrè
ka:girin (W) , 

saɂto (Fu)
Lophira lanceolata Tiegh. OCHNACEAE T leaf symbolic

(kwɛń) ndʒù denali (Fu) unidentified T

(kwɛń) sīɾī fòr (V) unidentified T leaf, bark piscicide; pesticide

làì (Fu) V

lālō (Fu) unidentified H leaf food

lápsúr (Ar)
Brassica carinata A.Braun or 

Brassica juncea (L.) Czern.
BRASSICACEAE H leaf, root food

lār:mə́ Desmodium intortum FABACEAE H

lār:mə́
Desmodium ramosissimum 

Arechav.
FABACEAE H whole plant medicinal

lɛḿŭ orange (E) Citrus sinensis Osbeck T fruit food

lícīmí núgwé Sida acuta Burm.f. MALVACEAE H leaf medicinal

lícīmí ŋwárə́ Sida alba Cav. MALVACEAE H

líndī sámbē Ipomoea sp. CONVOLVULCEAE H whole plant symbolic

lòré dʒí lòré (W) unidentified H root medicinal

(mə̆)lɔŕī rice (E), riz (Fr) Oryza sp. seed food

mà:bíŋ 
tamasuka (V, 

Fu) 
Aframomum melegueta K.Schum. ZINGIBERACEAE H fruit, seeds medicinal

mà:bùr bakurai (Fu) Nauclea latifolia Blanco T sap, root medicinal

má:má tápsá (Fu)
Senna obtusifolia (L.) H.S.Irwin & 

Barneby
CAESALPINACEAE H symbolic
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màŋ 

palmier (Fr), 

palm (E), darle 

(Fu)

unidentified P whole plant
food, craft, 

construction

maŋ 
tomato (E), 

tomat (Fr)
unidentified H fruit food

māŋóró (E) mango (E) Mangifera indica Blume T fruit, wood food, firewood

mārātútá unidentified T

másù:

peanut (E), 

arachide (Fr), 

groundnut (E), 

biridʒi (Fu)

Arachis hypogaea L. H, V fruit food

másù: túgwí  biriiji jiire (Fu)
Curculigo pilosa (Schum. & 

Thonn.) Engl.
HYPOXIDACEAE H root medicinal

mbám unidentified Sh/ T

mbám suwaiku (Fu) Psorospermum febrifugum Spach GUTTIFERAEA Sh
bark, wood, 

berries

firewood, 

medicinal, crops

mbama núgwé bordolai (Fu) Erythrina sigmoidea Pobég. FABACEAE T bark

mbámā ŋwárə́ Bridelia ferruginea Benth. EUPHORBIACEAE T medicinal

mbámtūrē unidentified T

mbàr  unidentified H

mbɛŕ
Erythrophleum suaveolens (Guill. 

& Perr.) Brenan
CAESALPINACEAE T bark crops

mbɛt́ɛńə̄

tindiro (M), 

larbidʒe (Fu), 

kalbidʒe (Fu)

Vitex doniana Sweet LAMIACEAE T
bark, wood, 

fruit, seeds

medicinal, 

construction

mbōī pábí (W, Fu) Psydrax sp. RUBIACEAE V fruit medicinal, food
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mbúí 
mbu (W); 

nopibari (Fu) 
Protea elliotti C. H. Wright* PROTACEAE Sh

flowerhead, 

root
medicinal

mbŭjám walasamo (Fu) Asparagus africanus Lam. ASPARAGANACEAE Sh leaf medicinal

mbūkúm  

butali (Fu), 

muŋo (V), 

maize Fr), corn 

(E)

Zea mays L. POACEAE G whole plant
medicinal, food, 

firewood

mbúlā sum sum (Fu)
Syzygium macrocarpum (Roxb.) 

Bahadur & R.C.Gaur
MYRTACEAE T fruit, wood

medicinal, 

construction, food

mbūnā

sorghum (E), 

ʃue (Fu), sibe 

(Fu)

Sorghum sp. G seeds symbolic, food

mbútūm mushroom (E) unidentified M

mbwār Ficus thonningii Blume MYRTACEAE T

mɔd́ʒə̄kɔ́

bama (M), 

parawaldu 

(Fu,V)

Entada abyssinica Steud.
LEGUMINOCEAE 

MIMOSOIDEAE
T wood, leaf medicinal

mə̄mùr (gō:nwī )

tumbun (M); 

dukudʒe 

(Fu)(kids, RB)

Annona senegalensis Pers. T
fruit, whole 

plant
symbolic

mə̄mùr (tí)
tumbun (M); 

dukudʒe (Fu)
Carica papaya L. T fruit, seeds food, medicinal

mɛn̄ámī H

mɛn̆dʒáfúlə̄ bummeʒe (Fu) Vitex madiensis Oliv. LAMIACEAE T leaf, fruit medicinal, food

mómbóré Rumex sp. H

mórōbútā unidentified T
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múbùr 
gura gādāwi 

(W)
Helichrysum mechowianum Klatt ASTERACEAE H leaf medicinal

mūßāßē giedombi (Fu) Echinops gracilis O.Hoffm. ASTERACEAE H
flowerhead, 

root
medicinal

nābór bakurai (Fu) Ochna rhizomatosa (Tiegh.) Keay OCHNACEAE T bark

nābùr unidentified H
root, whole 

plant

medicinal, 

symbolic

nàsākúm mabar (W) Tristemma incompletum R.Br.* MELASTOMATACEAE H

nàsākúm  Sabicea tchapensis K.Krause RUBIACEAE H fruit food, medicinal

ɲɔŋ́é

sita (Fu), 

pepper (E), 

piment (Fr)

Capsicum annuum L. H fruit food, medicinal

ɲɔŋ́é bàtʃàní

sita (Fu), 

pepper (E), 

piment (Fr)

Capsicum annuum L. H fruit food, medicinal

ɲɔŋ́é go:nwi/lainde
bush pepper' 

(E)

Byrsocarpus dinklagei (Gilg) 

G.Schellenb.
CONNARACEAE V

ndám tobacco (E) H lvs medicinal

ndʒák goi(Fu) Cyperus esculentus L. H bulb
medicinal, 

symbolic

ndʒák 
Cyperus squarrosus Kotschy ex 

C.B.Clarke
H

bulb, whole 

plant
symbolic

ndʒák Ascolepis brasiliensis H
bulb, whole 

plant
symbolic

ndʒɔ̄:
gitenai (Fu), 

bite na'I (Fu)

Solanum dasyphyllum Schum and 

Thonning
SOLANACEAE H whole plant

symbolic, 

medinical
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ndʒɛ̆m

pistache (Fr), 

gagai (Fu); sān; 

doja (V,Ha)

unidentified V root food

ndʒī dʒɛḿ sakasare (Fu) Combretum collinum Fresen. T root

ndʒótó 
tamasuka (V, 

Fu) 
Aframomum melegueta K.Schum. ZINGIBERACEAE H lvs, root, lvs medicinal

ndʒùbár 

baru (M), 

māgbār (W), 

barkedʒi (Fu)

Piliostigma thonningii (Schumach.) 

Milne-Redh.
LEGUMINOSEAE T whole plant

medicinal, 

ethnoveterinary, 

firewood

ndʒúŋe Emilia coccinea G.Don ASTERACEAE H whole plant medicinal

nú nūdʒé T

ŋāú kámrē 
njakamhi (Fu) 

blackjack (E)
Bidens pilosa  L. ASTERACEAE H leaf food

ŋgáŋɛ́

ŋan (V), kwika 

(Fu), eggplant 

(E)

unidentified H fruit food

ŋómbē Solanum indicum L. SOLANACEAE H fruit food, medicinal

ŋòr gɔ:́nī yam (E) unidentified root food

ŋùr burgi (Fu) Sporobolus sp. G whole plant symbolic, craft?

ŋwárə́ mbūkwè gundau (M) Lannea kerstingii Engl. & K.Krause T medicinal

ŋwer gɔ:́nī unidentified V

ŋwí unidentified G root symbolic

páŋ dʒùgír 
Cyphostemma junceum (Webb) 

Desc. ex Wild & R.B.Drumm.*
VITACEAE H root medicinal

pɔŋ́ē unidentified T wood construction
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pīá  (Fu)

pio (Fu), 

avacado (E), 

avocat (Fr)

Persea americana Mill. T fruit food

réké 

cana sucre 

(Fr), cane 

sugar (E)

Saccharum officinarum L. food

(góm-) rómān (Ar)
pomegranate 

(E)
Punica granatum L.

LYTHRACEAE MYRTACEAE 

PUNICACEAE
T fruit food

sākásé liblibbu (V,Fu)
Phyllanthus muellerianus (Kuntze) 

Exell
EUPHORBIACEAE T leaf medicinal

sākāsùmá unidentified H

sálá unidentified T root medicinal

sámbù 

sámbì (AT), 

kolokola:dʒi 

(Fu), castor (E)

Ricinus communis L. Sh seeds medicinal

sān 
gam de la 

brousse (Fr)
Dioscorea sagittifolia Pax DIOSCORACEAE V root food

sān bĭwí unidentified V

sān gū unidentified T

sāndʒi Tephrosia vogelii Hook.f.* (RK?) FABACEAE T crops

sānī sāŋe (W) unidentified G whole plant craft

sɛ:́gīnī Sesbania sp. Sh

sīlbĭ Nuxia congesta R.Br. BUDDLYACEAE T root medicinal

síndí Cissus sp. VITACEAE V bark medicinal

siti Pittosporum viridiflorum Sims PITTOSPORACEAE T

sŭĭ koŋtoŋ (Fu) unidentified M whole plant food
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súwākā unidentified H leaf food

tāgmā Vernonia sp.* ASTERACEAE H seeds?

támá kopti (W) unidentified Sh fruit, seeds food, medicinal

tāmāmbŏrŏ unidentified Sh

tāmbùr 
tojari (V), 

kunemaria (Ha)
unidentified Sh

táŋ mɛr̄ unidentified T

tápsá partout; (Fu) Senna occidentalis (L.) Link H seeds medicinal

tárí dʒondewa (Fu)
Margaritaria discoidea (Baill.) 

G.L.Webster
EUPHORBIACEAE T bark medicinal

tībɔḱú Morelia senegalensis? RUBIACEAE Sh fruit food, toys

tībōk guburo (Fu)
Ceratotheca sesamoides Endl. 

(RB, AIV)
PEDALIACEAE H leaf, seeds food

(kā) tígāgrē Cucurbita sp. H/V
leaf, fruit, 

seeds

tígāŋ

gombo (Fr), 

okra (E), 

baskodʒe (Fu)

Abelmoschus esculentus Moench* H fruit food

tītār núgwé
taru (M), kulai 

(Fu) 
Terminalia mollis M.A.Lawson COMBRETACEAE T bark, wood

medicinal, 

construction

tītār ŋwárə́
taru (M), kulai 

(Fu) 
Terminalia glaucescens COMBRETACEAE T bark, wood

medicinal, 

construction

(kā) títɛn̄é Cucurbita  sp. H/V
fruit, seeds, 

leaf
food
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tódórwī
todo:bu (Fu), 

nopidombi (Fu)
unidentified H leaf food, medicinal

toŋa: galtuware (Fu) Gloriosa superba L. COLCHICACEAE H

tsābā tsābā  Shirakopsis ellipticum T bark medicinal

tʃíŋí Dracaena fragrans LILIACEAE H whole plant symbolic

tūfūm
cotton (E), 

coton (Fr)
Gossypium barbadense L. MALVACEAE Sh fluff craft, medicinal

túkɔ̄rì
mbūkúm 

túkɔ̄rì (W)
Fadogia cienkowskii Schweinf. RUBIACEAE H

túkwé (hāŋwárī)
ku (M), 

samataʒe (Fu)
Hymenocardia acida Tul. T bark, fruit medicinal

túkwé (laindin) balabandi (Fu) Antidesma sp. FABACEAE T fruit food

tùmbùnī unidentified H

tútʃī Mimosa pudica Mill. H/Sh whole plant
medicinal, 

symbolic

wábá Vernonia amygdalina Delile? (AT) ASTERACEAE leaf food

wākúßè ŋwárə́ Aspilia africana (Pers.) C.D.Adams ASTERACEAE H leaf medicinal

wáŋ unidentified T

wáʃūʒī ndʒák (W) Cyperus esculentus Vahl ex Kunth H bulb
medicinal, 

symbolic

undocumented Senecio sp.* ASTERACEAE H

undocumented Eulophia sp. H bulb
symbolic, 

medinical

undocumented Chrysanthemum americanum L. ASTERACEAE H whole plant
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undocumented
Dichrocephala chrysanthemifolia 

(Blume) DC.

undocumented Felicia sp. ASTERACEAE H

undocumented Strica forbesii SCROPHULARIACEAE H

undocumented
Microglossa angolensis Oliv. & 

Hiern
ASTERACEAE Sh

undocumented Sonchus sp.* ASTERACEAE H medicinal

undocumented
Neoboutonia mannii Benth. & 

Hook.f.
EUPHORBIACEAE Sh

undocumented fern (E) Nephrolepis sp. DAVALLIACEAE F medicinal

H herb Fu Fulfulde
Sh shrub W Wawa
T tree V Vute
M fungus Ha Hausa
F fern Ar Arabic
G grass

ABBREVIATIONS


